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Abstract

The word Barahoot is a modification of the word Rahaboot or it is from Barhoot
which means a well which has an internal depression. Barahoot is a spring which
flows from an ancient limestone cave in one of the ravines of Barahoot valley
which is situated in the lower Hadhramout valley, which is in the Governorate of
Hadhramout, in the Republic of Yemen. Using its water for ritual purification is
disliked according to Islamic Lawgiver. Its water has been criticized in a sound
prophetic narration reported from Prophet Muhammad. may blessings and peace
be upon him and his family, which describes the water as stagnant or beneath a
dome covered with vermin and located in the Hadhramout valley. All of these
descriptions apply to the aforementioned site. The traces of the spring’s source
are still evident today, except that it is now dry. Noticeable is the existence of
vermin, snakes, bats, and numerous nests of drone bees which spread throughout
the mouth of the cave which is blackened by organic vapors. Perhaps the reason
for the water being disliked is because it is a shelter for the souls of the wicked
or home to devils and spirits. The tales and events from ancient times up until
recently indicate that Barahoot is no ordinary cave. However, we can say
concerning sayings that the souls of disbelievers are in the well that they are
speculative and have no definitive proof and perhaps crept into our religious
narrative from other relj gions.

We've visited the caves several times. explored its corridors, and measured its
depth. which is 220 meters from the entrance. Inside we placed a memorial plaque.
We did not find inside the legendary cave however. the agate of Yu’rab Bin Qahtan,
nor any trace of his pickaxe. Neither did we find the remains of Marthad Bin Qaf
Muhgif Al-Ahgaf or his family. We did not find buried treasure or the unsheathed
gold sword. However. what we did find confirmed the statement of Prophet
Muhammad. may blessings and peace be upon him and his family. As for those
who claim that the well of Kasfah is the well of Barahoot, neither the location,
history. characteristics of the well, or its water which has not been touched by
any human. whose bottom is 250 meters deep. support this. As for the reports of
the well or lake of Shuran, if there are any reports, they may indicate the pit of
Aden, the fire of Aden. or the fire of the Hadhrami coast which are narrated in the
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authentic narration of Prophet Muhammad, may blessings and peace be upon him
and his family. This indicates that Aden or the Hadhrami coast will be a starting
place of a fire which will drive people the place of gathering [on Judgment Day].
These reports have also come overtime from followers of previous religions who
spoke of the fire. These are reports of the fire. As for reports of its water being the
water of Barahoot. it is not there. On the contrary it is far from the fire of Aden or
the fire of the Hadhrami coast. Furthermore it is in a valley. the Barahoot valley.
which is in the Hadhramout valley. Also the name Barahoot has been attached to
this place since the beginning of Prophet Muhammad’s mission, may blessings
and peace be upon him and his family. and perhaps before it until this day. The
people of the village Tin’a and the surrounding area carried the story during their
migrations to Kufa where they embraced the Shi'a doctrine. I traced all of the
chains of transmission and narrations of Barahoot and found that they all end
most of the time with a Hadhrami. a Kufi, or with one who had embraced the
Shi’a doctrine. All of this proves that the Barahoot of Tin’a and Hadhramout is
the same Barahoot that was mentioned in the statement of the Messenger of God.
may blessings and peace be upon him and his family. which states:

“ The best water on earth is Zamzam water. It is nourishment from hunger
and a cure from sickness. The most vile water on earth is the water in
the valley of Barahoot. which is stagnant (or beneath a dome). located in
Hadhramout. The vermin that dwell therein are as numerous as the legs of
locusts. In the morning it flows. but in the evening there is not even a hint of
moisture.
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An Invitation to Visit Barahoot

Dear reader:

The cave is safe. except for the presence of snakes. There
is enough oxygen to breathe. but the smell of bat urine fills
the air. The air inside is not very hot, but the humidity will
make you sweat even if you entered on a winter’s night. The
path to the inner cave is accessible; however you should
be cautious so as not to fall into any holes. The depth of
the cave is deep and the ceiling is high and appears secure,
however you should wear a helmet so that you are not
afflicted by that which Bin Yahya feared before you. As for
being harmed by evil spirits, jinn, the souls of the wicked.
or the curse of Barahoot which God has saved us from., you
have to ask God to protect you from it. And before all of this.
the most important thing is for you to cast aside all of the
dreadful tales of Barahoot and leave any frightening stories
and the entrance of the cave until you are able to take control
of your heart’s palpitations and your footsteps. This is an
invitation to you, dear reader, to tour the cave of Barahoot
and its corridors which will not be frightening anymore, God
willing.

We also invite those officials responsible for tourism, culture,
and artifacts to invest in this well-known tourist attraction.

VAC Gigmys
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